
Kabatina blight  
The fungus Kabatina juniperi causes Kabatina blight and canker of juniper 
and other members of the cypress family. 

 

 
Host plants: 
Kabatina blight most commonly infects Juniperus species such as eastern red cedar (J. virginiana), along with 
creeping (J. horizontalis), Rocky Mountain (J. scopulorum), and Savin (J. sabina) juniper.  Other susceptible 
conifers include arborvitae (Thuja species), Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica), cypress (Cupressus 
species), Douglasfir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), fir (Abies species), and yew (Taxus species). 
 
Description: 
Shoots infected with Kabatina blight show no symptoms during the season they are infected.  Early the 
following spring the infected foliage turns pale green to yellow.  As the season progresses infected shoots turn 
brown and die.  Black pinhead-sized fruiting structures often appear at the base of dead twigs. 
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Photos: E. M. Dutky, Diseases of Woody Ornamentals and Trees.  APS Press. 

 
Disease cycle: 
Black fruiting structures erupt through the outer layer of host tissue beginning in late winter and early spring.  
The spores are most plentiful in mid-spring but are produced during the entire growing season.  Wet, wounded 
mature foliage are infection sites for Kabatina spores.  Typical predisposing agents include insect feeding 
damage, hail, physical injuries, winter drying, and shearing wounds.  
 
Management strategies: 
The Kabatina fungus survives within infected foliage and branches. Pruning creates wounds, so during dry 
weather remove and dispose of infected plant parts to improve appearance and reduce Kabatina blight inoculum 
in the planting.  Reduce the ability of Kabatina spores to infect plants by promoting rapid foliar drying.  If 
overhead irrigation is used, water before midday so the foliage dries rapidly in the afternoon.  If the plants are 
shaded or crowded, prune adjacent plants to improve air circulation and sunlight penetration.  In addition, 
protect vulnerable conifers from winter drying.  If the site is particularly conducive to Kabatina blight, replace 
susceptible plants with conifers better adapted to the site.  Fungicide control of Kabatina blight is useful under 
specific conditions, but is difficult to time because infections follow injury to older tissue.  Prompt application 
of fungicides after wounding events, especially if conditions are wet, can protect wounded tissue from infection, 
and reduce extensive secondary damage to affected plants.  
 
Daniel H. Gillman, Plant Pathologist 
UMass Extension Landscape, Nursery & Urban Forestry Program 
Fall 2005 
 

Jason D. Lanier
Text Box
United States Department of Agriculture Cooperating. UMass Extension offers equal opportunity in programs and employment.




